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TUR CrROSSEL MY TEL N2 S3Z AECUT MR RAISON'S TALK WITH RAJIV
UHI. IN THZ LIGHT CF BEOTH, AND OF THE FACT THAT (UKLIKE
ALEXANDER) GHAREKHAN 1S HOT AR EFFECTIVE ORAL CHAKNEL FOR SHCKING
GUT THt INDIAN PRIME MIMISTER ON POLICY. | DECIDED TO WRITE RATHEP
TdAN SPEAK TO HIM. MY LETTER WAS DELIVERED ON 27 APRIL ANL WAS

e —— —

COUCKEL IK TERMS DESIGNED TO MAKEZ IT HARD FOP HIM X2T TO SHOW 1T

TO GANDHI. TEXT IN MIFT: ENCLOSURE FOLLCWS LY TELELETTER. THE LATTER
WAS INTENCED BOTH TO COUNTER A RECENT FRENCH MESSAGE TO GANDHI

WHICH APPARENTLY CONCENTRATED ON KNOCKIKG THE W30 AND ALSO TO

MAKE UP TEMPORARILY FOR THE ABSENCE OF AN AGREED EXPERTS' REPORT.
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M 1 P Tz WESTLAND

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER

QUOTE

WESTLANDS 30 HELICOPTER

| HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO SUBMIT TO YOU, FOR THE INFORMATION OF
THE PRIME MINISTER, THE ENCLOSED NOTE ON SUBSTANTIVE POIKTS WHICH
HAVE BEEN RAISED SINCE MR GANDH| AND MRS THATCHER AGREED ON 14 APRIL
THAT INDIAN AND BRITISH EXPERTS SHOULD JOINTLY EXAMINE ANY QUESTIONS
THERE MIGHT BE ABOUT THE WESTLAND 30°'S ABILITY TO MEET INDIA'S
REQUIREMENT OR ABOUT ITS FLIGHT TRIAL PERFORMANCE.

| HAVE ALSO BEEN INSTRUCTED TO ENQUIRE, THROUGH YOU, ABOUT AN
IMPORTANT PROCEDURAL POINT. AT HIS MEETING WITH MR RAISON ON 25
APRIL (AT WHICH MANI SHANKER AIYER WAS PRESENT ON YOUR BEHALF),
THE PRIME MINISTER NOTED - AND KINDLY UNDERTOOK TO LOOK INTO THE
FACT - THAT CERTAIN DIFFICULTIES SEEMED TO HAVE ARISEN ON THE
IND| AN DE ABO HE MODA OR PROD NG AN PEFN RFLORD
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INDIAN SIDE ABOUT THE HODALITIES FOR PRODUCING AN AGREED RECORD e
OF THE EXPERTS® DISCUSSION, AT THEIR LAST MEETING, ON 22 APRIL,

" BRITISH TEAM ASKED IF THEY COULD HAVE A COPY OF THE INDIAN
DRAFT RECORD TO STUDY, THE INDIAN TEAM (LEAD BY AIR COMMODORE JOG)
REPLIED THAT THEY DID NOT HAVE AUTHORITY TO AGREE TO THIS BUT
WOULD SEEK 1T, SINCE THEN THE BRITISH TEAM HAVE HEARD NOTHING
MORE .

IT 1S CLEARLY DESIRABLE THAT AN AGREED RECORD SHOULD BE PRODUCED
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, IF WE ARE NOT TO GET BACK INTO THE OLD
SITUATION OF EACH PRIME MINISTER RECEIVING CONFLICTING EXPERT ADVICE.
IT ALSO SEEMS A PITY THAT THE TEAM OF HEETLAND EXPERTS, WHO CAME TO
INDIA AT SHORT NOTICE ON 17 APRIL, SHOULD REMAIN HERE IN

Sy o sl

IDLENESS AND BE UNABLE TO COMPLETE THE WORK FOR WHICH THEY CAME,

ey

WOULD |7 THEREFORE BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO LET ME KNOW, FOR MRS

THATCHER'S INFORMATION, HOW THE PRIME MINISTER WOULD LIKE THIS
MATTER TO PROCEED?

IT WOULD ALSO BE VERY HELPFUL TO KNOW WHETHER, WHILE THE BRITISH
EXPERTS ARE HERE IN DELH!, THERE ARE ANY OTHER POINTS WHICH THE
PR IME MINISTER WOULD WISH THE TWO TEAMS OF EXPERTS TO ADDRESS,. SO
FAR THE INDIAN TEAM HAVE RAISED ONLY THE SUBJECT REFERRED TO AT

L ]

B IN THE ENCLOSURE TO THIS LETTER. THEY SAY THEY HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE

L

OF OTHER TECHNICAL POINTS MENTIONED BY THE PRIME MINISTER TO MRS
THATCHER ON 13 APRIL.

THE CHAIRMAN AND ENGINEERING DIRECTOR OF WESTLANDS WOULD OF
COURSE BE HAPPY TO WAIT ON THE PRIME MINISTER IF THERE ARE ANY
AREAS OF TECHNICAL CONCERN WHICH HE WOULD LIKE TO CLARIFY
PERSONALLY,

| AM SENDING COPIES OF THIS LETTER AND 1TS ENCLOSURE TO THE
DEFENCE SECRETARY AND TO AIR MARSHAL GREENE.
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1. ARUN NEHRU (MY TELNO 343) CAMC TC LUNCH YESTERDAY. HE SAIT
THAT ThHt HOLD-UF OVER WCSTLANDS WAT ENTIRELY DUE TO TECHNICAL
UOUBTS ON RAJIV GANDHI'S PART. UKLIKE NZHRU HIMSCLF, GAKDH]

HAD STUDIED THE SUBJECT CAREFULLY AND IN DETAIL, AND THEL DECISIOHN
NOw LAY WITH HIM. WE SHOULD NOT DESPAIR OF WINNING HIM ROUND.

HE WELL UNDERSTOOD THE POLITICAL AND PARLIAMENTARY PROBLEM Ik
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