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WESTLANDS

1. TREACHER SAW BHATNAGAR (SECRETARY DEFENCE) LAST NIGHT AND

ASKED H.IM ABOUT THE ALLEGED TECHNICAL DOUBTS ON THE wG30. BHATNAGAR
REHEARSED THE POINTS HE HAD MADE TO ME ON 23 MARCH. TREACHER
REMINDED BHATWAGAR THAT ALL THESE QUESTJMONS HAD BEEN SAT.L.SFACTORILLY
RESOLVED LAST YEAR, BUT OFFERED TO GO THROUGH THEM AGALN (Ff THE
ANDIANS W1SHED. HE PUT IF TO BHATNAGAR THAT THEY WERE NOT THE

REAL REASON FOR THE DELAY. i RESPONSE BHATNAGAR ADMITTED THAT

THE PROBLEMS WERE POLITICAL, THAT HIS HANDS WERE TIED AND THAT

HE CGULD NOR MOVE UNT.IL INSTRUCTED BY A HIGHER LEVEL TO PROCEED.
TREACHER ASKED WHETHER THE POLIT.ICAL PROBLEM wAS CHAUHAN. AFTER
SOME REFLECTION, BHATWAGAR REPLIED THAT HE DiD NOT THINK S0,
'1BECAUSE THE BRITISH ATT:TUDE HAS TOUGHENED RECENTLY''.

3. BHATNAGAR URGED TREACHER NOT TO BE TOO D.ISCOURAGED AND ASSURED
HIM THAT HE PERSONALLY WANTED TO GET THE WESTLANDS DEAL THROUGH.
TREACHER 'S CONCLUSI:ON 1S THAT THERE W.LL BE NO MOVEMENT UNT.L

THE PRIME MINKSTER'S VJASIT ON 13 APRIL, ON WHICH ALL HINGES,

BUT THAT THERE S A GOOD CHANCE OF MOVEMENT THEN. ASSUMING HE

HAS ACCURATELY RczPORTED BHATWAGAR, THiIS SEEMS A FAILR ASSESSMENT.
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