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CHAIJHAN

1. |- HAVE NOT WANTED TO JuMP TO HASTY CONCLUSICMS IN THES DIFFICULT
AND TANGLED STORY. BUT !N THE L!GHT OF EVENTS SO FAR, AND OF THE
NEW EVIDENCE SUMMARISED I[N MY 2ND LL.F.T., MY CURRENT ASSESSMENT IS
AS FOLLQOWS:-

(A) RAJIY GANDHI'S ENTQURAGE ARE EXTREMELY ANGRY wiTH US.

(3) I8 THIS THEY ARE PARTLY REFLECTING THE [(NCOMPREHENSIGH
AND ANGER WITHIN INDIA, TO WHICH THEY ARE PARTICULARLY
SENSITIVE AT ELECTION TIME.

THEY ARE, MORE IMPORTANTLEY, DRIVEN BY A REAL FEAR THAT
QUR INACTION, HAVING ALREADY BEEN IN THEIR BELIEF, SUB-
i e

STANTIATED OR NOT, A CONTRIBUT!RY FACTOR TO THE MURDER
OF MRS GANDHlv IS5 CONTINUING TO CONTRIBUTE VATrRhALLY TO
THE DANGER OF RAJIV 3EiNG SIMILARLY KILLED.

THEY BELIEVE RIS EARLY DEATH WOULD ENDANGER INDIA'S NATIONAL
SURV IVAL. i e
HEY ARE CONV:INCED WE COULD FiND SOME WAY OF ACTING AGAINST
CHAUHAN IF WE REALLY WANTED TO. R

e e— 3

THEY HAVE ORDERED THE MEA TO APPLY POLITICAL AND l:C()NOF*'!C
PRESSURES TO BRING US TO THAT °IJCH.

————E

N PURSUHT OF THIS THE MEA HAVE ORDERED ALL GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS TO CONSULT THEM BEFORE UNDERTAKING ANY IMPORTANT
CONTRACTS W TH US.
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2. WHATEVER WE SAY, WE SHALL NOT ALTER THIS STAGE OF AFFAIRS
UNLESS AND UNTIL WE DO TAKE WHAT 1S ACCEPTED AS EFFECTIVE ACT!IOM.
MY THIRD [¥T CONTAINS SCME IDEAS FOR MY FURTHER D{ALOGUE WITH
RASZOTRA. BUT THEY WILL NOT AFFECT THE BASIC ATT.ITUDES DESCRIBED

ity

s ————
ABOVE. -

3. WE MUST ALSO RECKON THAT THERE IS AN ODDS-ON CHANCE OF AN

ATTEMPT BEING MADE ON RAUIV'S LIFE [N THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, PROBABLY

BY SIKHS, AND THAT, IF THIS HAPPENS WHILE WE ARE STILL TOLERATING

CHAUHAN, THE EFFECT OM ALL CUR INTERESTS HERE COULD 3E -
PR

CATASTROPHIC. LIVES AND 2RCCERTY COULD 3E LOST AS WELL AS CONTRACTS
AMD TNFLUENCE. C iQF‘UEEQ T8 AL
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4, WE THEREFORE NEED TO ASK OURSELVES WHETHER, IM THE ABSENCE

NF NEW EVIDENCE AGAINST CHAUHAM, THERE ARE AMY CIRCUMSTAMCES IN
WHICH WE wOULD FEEL OBLIGED TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT HIM: AND IF SO,
WHAT WE WOULD DO AND WHETHER YE MIGHT MOT BE WISER TO DO IT NOW.

| DO NOT UMDERESTIMATE THE DIFFICULTY OF TAKING ACTION. MNOR

De
T

CAM |: FROM HERE DO MUCH MORE TG SUGEEST WAYS AND MEANS. 3BUT
MUST LEAVE vYOu IN MO DOUBT OF THE DANGERQUS AND DAMAGING
CONSEQUENCZS OF DOING MNOTHING,.
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MY TWO I1PT'S: CHAUHAN

i. T IS NOW CLEAR, AS REPORTED IM MY TEL MO 96S, THAT GOVERMMENT
DEPARTMENTS HERE HAVE BEEN WARNED OFF CONCLUDIMG MAJOR CONTRACTS
WiTH 3RETAIN IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES.

2. 1 HAVE LETTLE DOUBT FROM THE TONE OF MY TALK WITH THE MEA

ON THE SUBJECT (MY TEL NO OTTER 372) THAT THE 'POSTPONEMENT!

OF THE MAJOR SBAC EXHIBITION AND SEMINAR [N FEBRUARY 1S A RESULT
OF THIS NEW DRILL. THZ MEA OFFICTAL CONCERNED TOOK LTTTLE TSOUBLE
TO CONCEAL RISYHOSTILITY. OUR CONTACTS IN THE OTHER GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS CONCERNED ARE EMBARRASSED BUT HELOLESS.

3. THE -INDPAN'S DECIHSION TQO POSTNE THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR DEFENCE'S VIS1T IN FEBRUARY NOW ALSO °EG!NS TO LOOK LIKE PART

OF THE SAME PATTERN, ALTHOUégvﬁY FIRST THOUPHT WAS THAT IT MUIGHT

BE GENUINELY ELECTION-RELATED. 1+ AM PRETTY SURE THAT THEY WiLL ALSO
YETO MR LAMONT'S VISIT. IT WAS ENCOURAGING THAT WHEM I SAW HiM

ON 7 DECEMBER THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL THOUGHT THERE WCULD

BE NO DIFF-ICULTY ABOUT REINSTATING PRINCESS ANNE'S VISHT (:INFE3RUARY)

BUT HE ASKED FOR THME O CONSULT HIGHER AUTHORITY AND COULD YET
8E TCLD TO CHANGE HIS TUNE.

I

4. WE ARE GETTING MONSSAND MCRE REPOTTS THAT THE DISSATISFACTION
OVER CHAUHAN ‘IS SOUR!ﬁG THE ATMOSPHERE FOR OQUR BUSENESS PROSPECTS:
AND THAT T ’ENTRES N RAJIV GANGHI''S POUITICAL ENTOURAGE AND MORE
GENERALLY (N THE HIGHER REACHES OF THE CONGRESS (:I:) PARTY.

THE LATEST AND CLEAREST COMES FROM A WELL-PLACED AMD WELL-DISPOSED
BUS/INESS CONTACT, WHO ASKED TO SEE ME ON 7 D&ECEMBER. HE :I'S A MODEST

MAN, NOT GIVEN TO THE ‘WNDIAN PRACTICE OF EXAGGERATING HIS NTIMACY
WITH THE GREAT. HE HAD BEEN TALKING TO A MEMBER OF RAJSIN'S POLITICAL
HOUSEHOLD AND HAD FOUND THEM [N AN UGLY MOCD. THEY WERE

SURE, THAT 'If WE CHOSE WE COULD FIND SOME WAY OF PREVENTING A

MAN LIKE CHAUHAN DOING SO MUCH DAMAGE TO I(NDIA, QUR ATTITUDE

MUST THEREFORE REB MSENT CULPABLE NEGLIGENCE \f NOT DEL IBERATE
MALICE.

5. MY CONTACT, WHO KS WELL INFORMED ON DEFENHE SALES [SSUES,
WENT ON TO SAY THAT AS A RESULT OF QUR CONSIDERABLE RECENT EFFORTS
OQUR CHANCES OF SECURING THE HUGE CONTRACT FOR 155M% FIELD HOWITZER
HAD BEEN BEGINNING TO 3RIGHTEN. EUT THE iMDIAN MiMNISTRY OF DEFENCE
WERE NOW CLEAR THAT ADVICE TO SUY BRITISH WOULD B3€ UNWELCOME

AT THE PCLITICAL L LEVEL, AND SPECIFICALLY, TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S
EHTOURAGE THE - NDIAH SYSTEM BEING WHAT T WAS, THEY WOULD THERFORE
NOT RECOMMEND OUR GUN UNLESS THIMGS HAD CHANGED BY THE TIME THE
DECTSION CAME TO BE TAKEM AF ER THE ELE CTION% léj
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MO SSECIFIC EVIDENCE OF DAMNGER TO
‘ HELICOPTER DEAL,

' AND WE HAVE
§. AS THINGS ST AL '
OTHER PENDING CONTRACTS SUCH AS THE WE 30

3yT WE CAMMNOT RULE THIS OUT.

CCN PARA 5 LAT LINE AFTER THE ELECT:IONS.
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MIPT:  CHAUHAN

1. FAILING OR PENDING ACTIOM AGAINST CHAUHAN [ CAN THINK OF ONLY
ONE TYPE OF PALLIATIVE LIKELY TO GAIM US AT LEAST A 3ESPITE. THIS
WOULD BE TO SEND TO DELHE A VERY HIGH-LEVEL PERSONAL EISSARY FROM
THE PRIME MINISTER. HE WOULD MEED TO 3E A POLITICIAN OR EX-
POLITICIAN AND PREFERABLY ALSO A LAWYER, WHO COULD TALK wITH FuLL
POLITICAL AND LEGAL AUTHORMTY TO RAJIY GANDH{ AND OTHERS HERE ABOUT
EXACTLY WHAT WE CAN AND CANNOT DO AND WHY.

A—
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2. UNLESS OF COURSE WU WERE WILLING TO UNDERTAKE SUCH A MISSION
YOURSELF, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL WOULD BE THE SORT OF EMISSARY I
HAVE N MPND. A FORMER LAW OFFICER CCULDHBE ANOTHER POSSHBILITY.
\#HILE 4T MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO KEEP SUCH A VISHET SECRET, THERE
WOULD PROBABLY BE REAL ADVANTAGE "IN GLV:ING i'T FULL PUBLFCI#TY

AS AN EARNEST OF THE SORT OF TOP-LEVEL CO‘JCERN WHICH THE WD’MNS
BEL:iEVE WE DO NOT FEEL AT PRESENT. IT MIGHT THEREFORE BE USEFUL
TO ARRANGE A BACKGROUND SESSION BETWEEN THE EMISSARY AND SOME
LEADING bND-PAN EDITORS AND COMMENTATORS, WHO AS YOU wW!LL KMOW ARE
A HIGH-POQWERED AND ‘INFLUENT:IAL GROUP HERE.

3. AS TO TIMING, I SHOULD NEED OF COURSE TO PREPARE THE GROUND
WITH RAJIY GANDHI'S OFFICE AMD THE MEA: ANMD ACCOUN T WOULD HAVE
TO BE TAKEN OF TH ELECT-IOM CAMPAIGN. BUT QOTHERWISE THE SOCNER THE
BETTER.
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