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The Argentine Government has warned that if the Ugeanda
and other hospital ships "have not retreated by 00.00 hours on
29th May to a distance which leaves no doubt as to their activity
they will cease to be regarded as hospital shipd and will be treated
as hostile."

2 This follows Friday's suggestion that the SS Uganda was
in(eding the movements of combatants and violatihg Article 30
O0f the second Geneva Convention. They have further suggested
on 29th May that the ship is being used for military purposes.

The British Government wish to make it quite clear that these
allegations are completely unfounded. It has already provided the
Argentine authorities with full details of the movements and
activities of the Uganda up to nowy, and these are in full accordance
with the Geneva Convention.

We have now provided detailed information on the activities
of British hospital ships for the forseeable future in the areas
concerned. Neither the SS Uganda nor any other Britsih hospital
ship is bei ng used for any military purpose whatsoever.Their
only intention is to aid the evacuation and treatment of
casualties, a great/h of whom are Argentine.

The British Government reserves the right to use hospital
ships when and where appropriate in order to provide assistance
to the wounded - British or Argentine . The SS Uganda is a
clearly marked hospital ship and is operating, and will continue to
operate in accordance with the Geneva Convention. It is providing
humanitarian assistance to casualties of both sides. Any military
action commitbed by the Argentine authorities against this or
any other similar vessel will be a flagrant breach of the Geneva
Convention and shall be the full responsibility of the Argentine
Government .




