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Throughout the latier part of the day elements of the British Task
Faorce, off the Falkland Islands and within the TEZ (Total Exclusion
Zone), have been subject to attacks by Argentine fighter and
bomber aircraft. The Task Force Commander took the neceseary
defensive r‘.'c.n:;ures and BN Sea Harriers engaged Argelntine Mirage
and Canberra aircraft. offi ti)e Falklands. We can copnfirm that 1
Argenv..uc Mn*age £1g;hter and J. Argentlne Canberra bomher have been
shot down and that a nhmber of Ax‘gentlne alrcrait also sustalned

serlous o_.mage.__ Re.ports mdlcate 'thﬂt the Argentlnes may have shot

down one o'[’ thelr own Hl.rage alrcrai’t‘ There have been no losses

of Bxltlsh alrcrai‘t. i ' S aRhE R =3 _
A Naval bombardment of the alri‘}éld at Poi‘t Stanley also took place

h'e can. categorlcally deny reports thax.'

: sem.ously damaged. HM Sh:.Lps mvolved only austalned _mlnor snllnter

damage. ;There have been no reports of SEI‘J.OIIB casualtles -among

Brltlsh serv:.cemen. e 3.2
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A\t approximately 8 o'clock London time last night, the
.;gw:\ln]i;m cruiser General Belgrano was hit by torpedoes fired
from a British submarine. The cruiser is believed to be
severely damaged.

On Friday 23 April HMG warned the Argentine Government

that any approach on the part of Argentine warships including
submarines and naval auxiliaries or military aircraft which
could amount to a threat to interfere with the mission of
British Forces in the South Atlantic would encounter the
appropriate response.

The cruiser posed a significant threat to the British Task

Force maintaining the TEZ. The action taken was fully in

accordance with the instructions given to the Task Force

Commander based upen the inherent right of self defence under

article 51 of the UN Charter. «
The British submarine suffered no damage in the engagement and
has resumed her patrol ... further details of the engagement
will be given as soon as we have them. ..

but this might not be for some time.

The engagement was on the edge of the TEZ - just outside.




