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“ks of r1s1ng tens1ons in our relat1ons w1th

, ons1derable eLements of the Argent1ne Navy
ding: at Port StanLey in the Falkland Islands an:
“d,m1l1tary controL ‘We do not: have fuLL deta1Ls
t c1rcumstances 1n the Islands, but the fact of

cupat1on is clear., I am sure that the House w1Lt

taLLy condemn1ng th1s unprovoked aggress1on by

ment of Argent1na aga1nst British terr1tory. The "‘fh}f*

;state“to the HoUse“that Her‘Majesty'e Governmeht'
gard the FaLkLand IsLands and the FaLkLand
enc1es as- Br1t1sh terr1tory.‘ Our f1rm;ob3ect1ve
that:the FaLkLand Islands are freed frém this:
upat1on and shouLd return to British adm1n1strat1on.5

N .
gnty d1spute w1th Argent1na is lLong- stand1ng _ But

doubt about British sovereignty and we cannot“accept
cLear wishes of Falkland Islanders, who are British in
'ish to remain British in allegiance, should be denied

-

his’act of unprovoked aggression.

_ent wh1ch has led to the present situation was 1n‘

oport1on to the outconme., ~has been seized upon
ge t1ne Government dn order to impose thETF—?T31m.’f L
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ecalling the h1story of the past two weeks.

Argent1ne party, empLoyed on a stra1ghtforward.

'tract, Landed at Le1th harbour  in. South Georg1a}

1ne'naval transport vesseL and ra1sed the :
hey- were 1nstructed by the Commander of theﬁ‘

Survey base at nearby Grytv1ken,3wh1ch 1s thed

eftry 1nto South Georg1a, e1ther to Leave or

ﬁrytv1ken to obta1n the necessary_clearance. »
ondo so and aLthough the Argent1ne sh1p and most

id Leave on 22 March, a number of Argent1nesv’

e Argent1ne Government,_who cLa1med to have had
edge of the landing and who assured us- that no -
nneL were involved, were asked to arrange for: |
oval or to ensure that the party sought the

or1sat1on for their presence on Br1t1sh terr1tory,*”ﬂ

that' while we had no wish to 1nterfere in the
normal commerc1aL contract, we were unable to

the LLegaL and unauthor1sed presence of fore1gn“h

r1t1sh terr1tory. Faced w1th a potentwaLLy

R g
ion between us, and that we wished to ach1eve a

er. suppl1es to the men. Reqguests by our Ambassador'
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response from the Argenttne Government on ‘
for the men's departure were refused We again

even at that Late stage, the. party s presenceti

Lar‘shd by obta1n1ng the proper authorlsat1on"

ish author1t1es at Grytv1ken. No 1mmed1ate replyE

act1on., on 28 March, ‘we rece1ved an outr1ght
the Argentine Fore1gn M1n1ster to reguLar1se the
n. Instead it re- stated in d1scourteous terms,

La1m to sovere1gnty over the FaLkLand IsLands

and Island Dependenc1es and that in. jts view the

or: d1scuss1on was a ‘transfer of sovere1gnty to-

t. th1s stage the Fore1gn and Commonwealth B
\a'message to the Un1ted States Secretary of

:h1m to intervene and to urge restra1nt. our

But their 1n1tiat1ve was atso
On 30 March

nds acted promptLy.

‘e impasse. The Argentine Foreign Minister repL1ed to
‘ vpriL. This reply was totally negative and made

nds,‘ In this grave s1tuation we 1mmed1ateLy

ssistance of our friends, both in the United Statesf

/and -
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7uropean Commun1ty, to dissuade Argentina from -
-ction. But theip appeals, incLuding ‘a personaL
‘by Preswdent Reagan to the Argent1ne Pres1dent,'~
side.; FoLLow1ng a request by the Un1ted Nat1ons
{nenaL ‘that both s1des shouLd cont1nue ‘their.

hieve a d?plomatic soLution, we sought an , R
eting of the Security Council on 1 Aper -fh{s‘ted[xf
nt by the- Preswdent of the Counc1L urg1ng both ;
atn_from the thpeat or use of force 1n the area._ ,_§
epresentative agreed without hesitat1on. But i
et sa%d nething.,

Jow all too apparent that the Argentines had from -

no intentiens of heeding the Security Council's
ens;l'ALL the while their preparatiens for an
e Falklands were in progress, and that attack was
’niz;ApriL. "I do .not have words to express my

thTs‘unprovoked and entirely unwarranted attack

have fuLL details of the. situation 1n
But E am sure that this House will 301n

oup. feeL1ngs at this: grave\moment are

_vernon;and the peopLe of the Istands.ai

taking appvopv?ate militapry and diplomaQTc measures
ur p1ghts underp intepnational law and in\_ccordance
rovisions of the UN Charter. We shaLLlaLsohb&itaking&if
nattenal action, in particular in the United Nations

munciL where we have agawn soeught an Emergency debate,l'
achieve a clear condemnation of this Argent1ne'

1ng to:an early withdrawal of Argentine forces from
Islands.




SUPPLEMENTARIES FOR A STATEMENT BY THE PRIME HINISI‘ER-: 3 APRIL

WHAT DETAILS CAN YOU GIVE US ON THE INVASION?

Communications with the Governor in Port Stanley and with our Embassy in Buenos
Aires have been very difficult. 'However,. the Americans tell us that they have
been officially informed by the Argentine .Government that Argentina has occupied
the Falkland Islands. Additionally, we have information from a British
~“Antarctic Survey Ship in the region of the Falkland_Isla.nds. This vessel, the
Bransfield, was monitoring the Falkland Islands radio broadcasts. Argentine news
agencies have made broadgasts about invasion and Ham radio operators have also
picked up transmissions. The picture we have is of a landing in the early morning
of 2 April by a force of 200 trobps. The force moved in on several ships; 3

took up étation in the outer harbour of Port Stanley. We understand that
Government House was surrounded by armed troop carriers. Subsequently we under-—

" stand the Argentines bega.n to make broadcasts over the Islands broadcasting system,

announcing the formation of a military junta.

WAS THERE AN EXCHANGE OF FIRE?

2, Reports vary. Several amateur radio reports state that fire was exchanged
for about 3 hours, that 3 Argentines were injured, one seriously, but that there
were no British casualties. Other reports suggest that the Marines in Port Stanley

did not offer resistance. We await further information.

WHAT WAS HMS ENDURANCE‘IDING AT THE TIME OF THE INVASION?

3. As we stated earlier, HMS Endurance was in South Georgia, lying off
Grytviken in order to render assistance if necessary as the S Georgia situation

developed. S Georgia is several hundred miles from Port Stanley.

WHAT IS THE POSITION IN SOUTH GEORGIA?

4, We understand that an Argentine vessel moved into Cumberland Bay, near

/Grytviken,



Grytviken, on the afternoon of 2 April. We have no réports of any additional

activity there.

WHY WAS NO ACTION TAKEN BEFOREHAND?

5. It is self-evident: the Islands are several thousand miles from Britain.
I must ﬁmderline that we have worked intensively since this crisis began to
'_rea.ch a settlement by peaceful diplomatic means. The Argentines have rejected
all such proposals and have( chosen to launch this unprovoked invasion. But

there should be no doubt that the British Govermment will respond in appropriate

1
fashion now that the Argentines have taken this disgraceful and wholly
o NN~————
unjustified action.
WHAT ARE THE MILITARY MEASURES YOU ARE TAKING?
6. You will understand that I cannot go into this. But we cannot accept this

occupation of British Territory. I must express with all the force at my comand
the outrage and indignatioﬁ of the British Government and the British people at

this unprovoked act of aggression against the Islands.

HAVE YOU CONSULTED OUR ALLIES?

7. On the diplomatic front we have sought the assistance of many countr-ies
including the Americans and European partners. I much i‘egrét that the
Argentines proved unwilling to heed thesé appeals, which included a personal

intervention by President Reagan with the Argentine President.

WHAT ACTION ARE YOU TAKING TO PROTECT BRITISH CITIZENS IN ARGENTINA?

8. Contingency plans exist for the protection of British citizens throughout

‘the world should an emergency arise in the country where they happen to be.

/Arrangements



Arrangements are being made é.;cdrdingly. There are 17,000 British passport-
holders in -Argehtina. According to Argentine radio broadcasts, the
Argentirie Interior Minister has ordered the police and Govermment officials
fhroughout Argentina to guarantee the security of and respect for British
subjects, their property, institutions, commercial venttu‘es, enterprises and

corporations. We expect these instructions to be scrupulously observed.

WILL, YOU NOW EXPEL ARGENTINE DIPLOMATS FROM BRITAIN?

‘9. We shall take every measure in our power to bring hame to the Argentines

our revulsion at their action. We shall be breaking our diplomatic relations

. with Argentina.

WHAT INFORMATION IS THERE ON THE WAY IN WHICH THE ISLAND POPULATION IS BEING
TREATED? '

10. We have little hard information on thié. But one report states that the
Cammander of the Argentine invasion force made a bfoadcast in Port Stanley on the
afternoon of 1 April in which 'he said that the Islanders would be free to leave

. or to stay as they chose.‘ They would be offered certain’ guarantees about their
way of life , freedom of wbrship, cultural and educational continuity, etc. We

reject totally the right of the Argentines to make such prbposals.



