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BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY BASE AT
REPORTED ON 19 MARCH THAT AN
NAVY f L WAS ANCHORED IN NEARBY LEITH' HARBOUR
THEAT A LARGE PARTY OF ARGENTINES WERE SETTING UP CAMP. THE
NTIKE FLAG HAD BEEN HOISTED. THE BASE COMMANDER TOLD THE
( HAD NO RIGHT TO LAND ON SOUTH GEORGIA WITHOUT SEEKING
FROM THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES AND ORDERED THEM EITHER
NECESSARY CLEARANCE OR TO LEAVE. WE SOUGHT
I'HE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT, BOTH IN
LONDCYN, MAKING CLEAR THAT WE REGARDED THIS AS A
INCIDENT AND ASKING THE ARGENTINES TO
IMMEDIATE DEPARTURE OF THE SHIP AND PARTY.
OUR ANTARCTIC ICE-PATROL VESSEL, WAS ORDERED INTO
AREA.

TH= ARGENTINE SHIP AND MOST OF THE PARTY LEFT ON 21 MARCH.
ABOUT TEN ARGENTIHES REMAINED. THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT

; E HAD NO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE LANDING,
NO SERVING MILITARY PERSONMEL WERE INVOLVED:

]

FOR A COMMERCIAL COMPANY WHICH HAS A
MENT FROM DISUSED WHALING STATIONS ON
IT VA UNNREASONABLE TO EXPECT
TO SEEK . HORISATION FOR THEIR PRESENCE ON
CLAIMED BY NTINA.

WE COULD NOT ALLOW
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NUMBER OF MEN TO REMAIN AND TOLD THEM THAT

THE AREA WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO
USING FORCE, AND RETURN THEM TO

. THE ARGENTINES REPLIED THAT THEY

IRAVELY PROVOCATIVE. WE ASSURED THEM IN

JISHED IF AT ALL POSSIBLE TO PREVENT ANY ESCALATION

NCIDENT, BUT THAT TEE MEN HAD TO BE REMOVED SOON. IF
ENTINES COULD DEVISC A METHOD OF DOING SO, WE WOULD BE

IF NOT, THE CAPTAIN OF HMS ENDURANCE

HIS INSTRUCTIONS.

S EARLY ACTIOHN
RE THERE
T, TO ORDER

] ) DEADLINES, BUT UNLESS THERE I
COME UNDER INCREASING PRESSURE HERE, WHE
INTENSE PUBLIC AND PARLIAMENTARY INTERES

il e

JNDER HO ILLT B HE POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES

JiL/ L IS

m

HMS ENDURANCE IS ONLY LIGHTLY

RGENTINE WARSHIPS. THERE

ANY CONFLICT SPREADING MORE
KLANDS THEMSELVES CCULD NOT

: WE CAN TO DEFUSE THIS POTENTIALLY
\MD HA GIVEN THE ARGENTINES EVERY
LATITUDE FOR FINDING AN EXIT, BUT IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS
IN THIS INFRINGEMENT OrF BRITISE SOVEREIGHNTY

0 TAKE RETION TO RESTORE THE
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TELEGRAM NUMBER 568 OF 25 MARCH

ILLEGAL LANDING ON SOUTH GEORGIA _

1. GIFFARD (DUS) RRIEFED THE US CHARGE D'AFFAIRES TODAY ON THE

ARGENTINE PRESENCE IN SOUTH GEORGIA ON THE LINES OF MIFT, WHICH

CONTAINS AN ACCOUNT OF THE LATEST SITUATION. GIFFARD MADE CLEAR TO

STREATOR THAT WE VWERE VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THE POTENTIALLY EXPLOSIVE

SITUATION WHICH HAD NOW BUILT UP.9 \err—m—— S INDIC

-ATED THAT ARGENTINE WARSHIPS WERE PREPARING TO RESIST ACTION BY US

TO REMOVE THE ARGENTINES BY ONE OF OUR OWN SHIPS IN THE AREA.

GIFFARD RAISED THE POSSIBILITY THAT I WOULD ASK HAIG TO

INTERVENE WITH THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT TO PERSUADE THEM TO SEEK AN

EARLY PEACEFUL SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM BY REMOVING THE LANDING PARTY

THEMSELVES. STREATOR SAID THAT HE WOULD REPORT OUR CONCERN

IMMEDIATELY TO WASHIGNTON AND SOUNDED OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE

LIKELIHOOD OF CONSTRUCTIVE INTERVENTION BY MR HAIG.

2. SINCE STREATOR WAS BRIEFED, THERE HAVE BEEN TWO FURTHER

DEVELOPMENTS. AN ARGENTINE SHIP HAS ARRIVED AT LEITH. IT IS

AN UNARMED SCIENTIFIC SHIP, ALTHOUGH IT BELONGS TO THE

ARGENTINE NAVY. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER ITS PURPOSE IS TO PICK

UP THE LANDING PARTY OR TO PREVENT ACTION BY US. THE ARGENTINES HAVE

SINCE TOLD US IN BOTH BUENOS AIRES AND LONDON THAT IT IS NOW VIRTUA-

LLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM, WITHOUT UNACCEPTABLE LOSS OF FACE, TC TAKE

OFF THE MEN THEMSELVES.

3T STILL BAVE IT IN MIND TO SEND A MESSAGE TO HAIG ASKING FOR HIS

HELP IN COOLING DOWN THE ARGENTINES BUT I AM AWAITING FURTHER

WORD FROM THEM (THE ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTER IS

APPARENTLY IN THE PROCESS OF SENDING ME A MESSAGE) BEFORE DOING

SO. IN THE MEANTIME WE ARE NOT ASKING THE AMERICANS FOR SPECIFIC

HELP. YOU SHOULD DRAW ON THE AROVE AND MIFT IF YOU ARE APPROACHED

3Y THE AMERICANS.
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